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Deputies’
trial opens
in ‘abuse of
power’ case
Officers say by, 15,

was difficult to handle *

By ERICABLAKE

BLADE STAFF WRITER _ T
Jacob. Sanford, - 15, sat i a

cell at the:Lueas. Coutity Juve-

nile Justice-Center-shaking.and
-crying while the two 'sherif’s
. deputies ‘who, violated his civil

‘tights “went off to coneoct & J,if;." |

- afederal proseeutgrdaid. ;

Butwhile prosectrtors with the
U.§, Departmentof fusfide’s Civil

Rights Division call the'actions of |

- Deputies. Troy Jackson and Marc
- Odoms anl “abuse of powet,” de-
fenseattorneyspainted a pictiiré

of two mefi Who Werg trying to |

restrain an uriridy youth, - °.

The t7id] foi the two-deputies -
aceused GF both civil rights and |

‘obstruction-charges began with -

dpening statements yesterddy in
- U.5. District Court in Toledo,

Federal authorities _ alleged
that on Jan. 20, 2005, Deputy

i Jackson assaulted the hand-

cuffed teenager several times in
the face and that Deptity Odoms
failed to infervene. -

They also are accused af lying
about the incident in depart-
mental teports and giving false
testimony: at the teenager's trial
on felony assault.

- “This Is a case about abuse of
power, of two law enforcement

I

officers who took it upon them-

selves to punish,a misbehaving

- 15-year-old boy, not within the

limits of the law, but; by: heating
him and then lying about .it,”
Kristy " Parker, -a- Washington-

‘based proseeutor, tofd the flery

of. 11 women and fwg men. "A
swort, law enforcement officer .

punched an unresisting, ‘hand-

" cuffed juyenile in the face while

another swort officer watched.”
l?rcu;seoutci;s-c.:allf,{(‘:l_,Sm_{erad_wit~

ing detainees. . J

A foimer nutse at the Jivenile

- Justice.Center testified about the’
- injurdes Tacab sustained while'in

See DEPUTIES, Fage 2 |

. ‘messes yesterday, including civil-
lan steff membersof the Juvenile -

Hustice Center and law enfoice- °
" ment officers who, offer training.
| in proper ways to restrain resisi-
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the intake area of the facility.

Kathleen Zielinski, who whas
let go dsan emiployee of the cen-
ter, said she cbserved bruising
and swelling around Jacob's left
eye, liis face, and his neck.

In fact, she was concerned
enough about the extent of
the 4injuries that she requested
that Jacob beé taken to a lotal
emergency . room for X-rays
to determine whether his eye
sqcket br cheek boneshad heen
fractured, she said.

With. photos she took dis-

_ played for the jury, Ms. Zietinski
said Jacolyteld er he was tirown,

face Dy a.- deputy
Ms. ﬂelmsh also t,estxﬁen:l

that she ' encountered Deputy :
. Jackson on her way to gxamine-

Jacob and that he told her'the
boy attempted to head-buzthini,
but that the 4-foot, 11-inch,, 120-
pound Jacob had oply been able
to reach his shirt pocket.
‘Cleveland-based  attorney
Dominic Vitantonio, who is
1epresenting ‘Deputy Jackson,,

painted out that Ms. Zielinskl © giief i
was not dn eyewitness to what

took place within the center

when Jacob was being bmnght. :

intothe intake area, |

Both prosecutors ‘and the
defense acknowledged that the
teenager ‘was combative a.m:l
that he resisted each of the

.ury Iackson before they could

— an-ugly job; and -théy weie
‘doing it under difficuit circur-

: dunng his opening, ﬁtatement

’: 1g-al
But - pmsecutors sald both
bring hlmunder contral.’

“They Were: domg digir o

with:a hrgfstencal inmgte

lievedwag excessive ferce

stances,” M - Vit@itonio said Shem:ff’ '

i ::d in the ﬁse of forca

', $250 ono lffouﬁd‘guﬂty of the_

.men Sho_l_ﬂd have knovmy how-
"mthout using what they , be-'
Beputy ‘Matthew -

ised, '“ndaking ates.
ments, faces an additiona
yeazsmprlson . )

Both men' Wexe “cleared of
w;mngdomg in an’intermal in--

.vestigation and maintain posi-
‘tions w1th the shenffs depart-
_ment, )
1ty testified Thatzeach deputy .

ment copld nbt be reached for
. comment’ yesterday. *

A 3pokesman fox; the n:lepart-

The ‘trdal, Which begeﬂ Fnday\

..w1th jury selection, willresume
¢ “taday, with? ]ndge ]ack Zouhary,
f ‘presiding, It is expeoted 0 last
“all wegk; ; -

Eonfaet Erlca Blake at - -
eblake@meblada com -
or 419-213-2134




