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in case of
injured teen
~Judge says inmate,’s .
rights not violated

With Joyful fatmly merabers

surpgunding him, Luc,as County -

Sheriff's: Depity Troy Jackson
said last night he was Juist domg
hisjob the day e encounteied a

- combative youth in thé cdunfré .

Juvenile, Detentmn Center —.a

 sitiation, that Jafided him-iii th
foderal court system fa
charges of (:ml nghts.- S..

_ Depuw Jackson: and ol-
league, D . Matg’ (ddorns,

- werg fouﬁd,net gmlty Tast; pight
of obstruc i s{u:e and mo‘.lat- "

. ated-of charges that hep

. the feenager e faee ang fhen
lied about it .
Depir

puiilty of failing to tater
the- allgqu béafing and al
- tiong at he hed onboth

relisved- Deputy Ta
‘ aft?r the verdu:t “Th

"Deputy
.ent wds elated by the ver&xct
" D

sleep,” Mz, Bennett said. “He can
regumehis normal life.”

Although :in thy 'courtrebm )

during’ closmg #gidinéhts, the.

teenager. and his ‘parent,s Werg - -
) ‘ajee DEI?UTI__ES, Pago 5

wﬁo eciinedw
ded -

; fannly, el bath"
s ‘Gdforthed ty’s~\

He told the ﬂnat hé cdn oW
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not present for the verdict. When
contacted through their attor-
ney, they declined comument,
The verdict came after four
days of testimony in U.S. Dis-
trict Court-in Toledo. A jury of 10
women and 2 met! deliberated
for nearly seven hours yesterday

before returning not-guilty ver-.
" diets on the three counts éach of .

the-depuities faced.
* Prosecutors frém. the U.S, De-
pattinerit of Justice’s Civil Rights

_Division- declined"  comument

yesterday, referring all questioris

_ 1o the division's pubhc relations

department..

Buring. the -Lna.l w1th ]udge -

Jack Zouhary presiding, federal
prosecutors alleged that Deputy

Jackson punchec{ a. handcﬁtfed

teerfager;in his face while Dep-

uty- Odom$ watched, failing - to )

infervene.
- Defense attameys countered

"that the teenagerassaulfed Dep-
uty Jagkson with a head-butt, a

likely cauge of his injuries, and

_conttnued tobe combative.unfit

he was eventually subdued.
- “He didnf; do’ it; they didn't

-dd it,” said Deputy Jackson’ -at-

torney, Dotpinic’ Vitantonio, -of
CIeveland “I'ie whole incident
‘was bIown way out of propor-
tlon i

- \

During closing argumsnts,
prosecutors painted a- picture
of a vengeful deputy who was
‘angered by an unruly youth.

Tacob Sanford, now 18, testi-
fied during the trial about what
happened tp him the day he
was brought into the detention
center after . being ‘handcuffed
during a juvenile hearing,

He said thar he was knocked
to the flgor, dragged into ahiold-
ing cell, and punched in the face,
all while béing Bandc

Bhotos of the. Leen‘ager’s fage’

at the tine showed- what' prog-
acutors called “severe injities,”

mc[udmg swelling, brulses. and

a blackeve.

Testifying. on, behalf of the
government during " e_ trial
were several civiliah staff mem-
bets of the Juvenile Iustme Cen-
ter, mechcal doctors; aan Lucas

Cotfity- shetiff's depuues who,

were staffing the intake arga gt
the time of th mmdent

“The -deputies alveady” had
been clea.red of wrongdomg i

a Elepartn}enla[ review and have !
tnaintaingd their-jobs: at the |

sheriff's departinent,

- Throughotut the tefal, and.dur-

mg Deputy Odoms JLestimony,

the pair _mamtamed that the .

teenager had been the aggres-
sor " gnd -that Depufy. Jackson
had’ only ysed an approprigte
amoinf’ of f’orfbe to subdde the
tegnager.
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