CINCI

Trial in
shooting
ends in
hung jury
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HAMILTON - A jurylabored long
and hard but finable to decide
whether Brdce Suggs Jr. of Mason

played apy part-ii helping a gunrnan
who fired af police, then killed himself.

After a dozen hours of deliberations
that began Thursday afternoon, jurors
on Friday evening found Suggs guilty
of two weapons charges, but told But-
ler County Comunon Pleas Judge Craig
Hedric that they were deadlocked on
the three most serious charges that
stemmed from a
March 9 shootout with
police,

Suggs, though
armed, was not the
guntnan who fired at
polige, but he was ac-
tused of aiding and
abetting the gunman,

Prosecutors” intend

Suggs

to try again for a coaviction on_those
three charges: two counts of complic-
ity to felonioys assaudt aid a charge of
tampering with evidence,

Suggs’ lawyer, Clyde Bennett, said
his client should not have to face a ret
tdal. Bennett said that the verdict,.
though splii, was “a huge victory for’
the defense” because Suggs had faced
aminimum of 22 years in prison onthe
charges that hung the jury.

By contrast, the two convictions on

carrying'a concealed weapon and mis-
handhngaﬁreanncan-yamammumof
18 months in prison, Bennett Sald and
thereis a good chance Suggs could get
probation because the charges are
lower-level felonies and Suggs has no
criminal record.

Suggs was a back-seat passengerin
avehicle that police stopped; front-seat
passenger Matthew Hutchinson -re-
fused to give hisfD and opened fire.
Hautchinson wounded two West Ches-
ter Township police officers and shot
at:but missed a Sharonville officer be-
fore killing himself -

The car's driver, John W, Brochu of
Deerfield TOWIIS]'IJP! is jailed on simi-
lar charges afd. faces tHidl.Aug, 27 in
Common Pleas Couxt.

One of the wounded officers, Jeff
Durna,leftthe courtvgom without.com:
ment bitt appeared frustrated with the
trial's outcome. Suggs bit his lip and
dropped his head. -

Hedric told jurors that they had per-
formed their duty diligently. Among all
the complicated legal instructions he
gave them, “you never heard orie in-
struction that said this was going to be
an easy job,” Hedric said,

A date for Suggs' retrial has not
beerd $et.

He was returned to jail to await sen-
tencing on the weapons charges.




