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“with fake IDs.cn m.lsdemeanor falSLﬁca
tion charges. Most dre. high schoot-arid
".college students who are undér age 21
The remaining 45 suspects are: k'ﬁ]_l_
b-e;ng sought,
- " Some purchasers came frorn as far
- . 5 Tennessee, Indiana and Kentuckyto
obtain “the ‘cards. “It's a very scncr.us
problem,” Mr, Allen said. "
BMYV investigators have docurnehted
{ake 1Ds being used to pass bad fhedks
totaling thoisands of dollars; and’ alco-
hol-related arrests of severdl. people

and her . klds are Jobless and 0 term
: . accused in a carsek atathontfles_' ;096430}('](33;; al:l‘l:;‘r frées of up.to’
B .call the largest lake-identifica- / 5. Ward's teen-ige
a.CCLlSEd n tion ring in Ohio's BMV" h:s{nryf daighter afready has pieadgd .
lICE:nSE: SCheme Authorities say the Wards guilty to bribery, charges in .
- adverlised Lheir scheme by Hamilton County Juvenile
BY TANYA BRICKING - word of mouth on h|gh school Courl, Mr. Allen Sald Y
The Cincinnali Enquirer and college campuses but The mather and son are ac-
Disne Ward and her two slipped up;by leaving 2 comput. cused of accepting bribes of $25

Mo.ther, kldS '

children had jobs at the Bureau
of Motor Vehicles (BMY) and
were such popular clerks that
their lines at the Red Bank
branch often ‘ran six people
deep. i
They also found a way to
earn more than §4,000 in bonus
money, prosecutors say, before

er trail of at least 137 people.
for whom they made fake driv-
er's licenses or state [Ds, -
Ms. Ward, 44, and her son,
Ernie Ward Jr., 20, were indict-
ed Monday by a Hamilton Coun-
ly grand jury on multiple counts
of soliciting and accepting
bribes in what Prosecutor Mike
Allen described as "a Pandara's

to $100 for each fake D, They
aflegedly used the pers-oﬁ's real
picture, bul altered names,

dates of birth and. SOCIal Sectiri-

Ly numbers.

So [az, proseputnrs have’ ob~ .
tained signed statements from + -

more than' 35 peaple. who
bought fraudulent identification

cards at the RediBark office. "

with fake [Ds have been—%l%efl?by

Ohio Liguor Control agenLr.
nati police. +
Fike [Ds not onJy present th
ger: of underage: alcoha] consumptlo
but” il's worrisome that-- anyone-iwi
false identiftcation could buy i ﬁr o,
Mr. Allen said. b
“Though no gun sale.s*'have been

it all came crashing down L uncovered, any such finding would truly
around them. box of corruption,” Police have cited 92 pe"ple‘ be alarming and would- elevale," this

Now the Roselawn Qother If convicted, the mother and | (PIeaseseeBMV Page A3) :"' ' - mvesugatmn 10 an, even more senous

level," he said.

Authorities credit Clncmnau Poilce
Officer Lonnie Grizzel for. crack.mg the
case.

He was heading to tomado rehe[
duty April 10-when he ‘became susgi-
cious about a car in Ault Park, He
discovered the ‘driver and three passen-
gers hadseveral forms of identification.
He turned thé evidence over to BMV
investigators, who launched a major,
probe into the Red Bank branch.

Tie BMV's deputy - registrars *are
privale contractors, and once the inves-
ligation begao, deteches searched re-

. cords by hand. .

- In the course of the probe, ife Red
Bank branch fired 11 of its 15 employ-
ees, said Susan Watiker, an Ohio De-
partment of Public Safety spoLeswom—

"One «fired employee was former
BMV assistant manager Patricia {Inder-
wood, who was given a one-year sen-
tence last month for changing the date
of birth on her own identification to be
ehgrble for a student foan.

“The investigation is continuing.

The focus now should be to look fot
a solution, said police Spe. ‘Ralph Unger,
a Cincinnati {raud-unit investigator who
has hundreds of cases each year involv-
ing fake .IDs. For years, he has asked
the BMV- to require customers lo jeave
a fingerprinl on file -in orcler lo get an
D,

~ "We've got.all tlds” check [raud,

" grocefy store fraud, bank-fraud,
said. ““They're all béing..cashed wnh
fraugulent TDs, IU's -an official state
document. That's 50u1: gateway to opcn

up a bark account.”
Ii's possible that the 'BMV cou]d
‘I-eqmre fingerprints with an administra-
tive ‘order instead of need.lng’new Jeg15
~“lation, -Mr,4llen said. . "o
""‘Fmgerp“ﬁhtmg would be ldea!,".Ms,
' “Watiker agreed. - :
Untif any adniristrative changes are
made, police and BMV investigators wil
. continue to loak for ways to safeguard
e agamst thJS happening agam she: Sald




