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State auditors: Former
Midland clerk-treasurer
illegally spent public money

By GARY HUFFENBERGER
Staflf Writor

State auditors say w former Midland
clerk-treasurer “illegally  expended”
more than $12.000 1 public money.

The wnditers” findings against Tamit
Wainscott have been turned over to the
Clinton County prosecutor. said Kim
Nosris, auditor of state spokesperson, on
Tuesday.

The [indings allege Wainscort wrote
o pastell advance checks to herself
{$900 totaly, wrote unauthorized checks
to hersell (S10.229), and made gasoline
purchases using an unauthorized gaso-
e credit card (553741

Wainscott resigned i March just prior
10 i special meeting of village council
which was convencd Lo address allega-
tions against her from sate auditors fol-

fowing their preliminary examination of

Village fimancial records.

Her aworney, Clyde Bennett 11 said
Tuesday there 15 no admission of any
criminal wrongdoing

“I'm saying that it there was ashoctage
[of funds]. it’s not due to criminal
wrongdoing. | believe it would be a mis-
Lahe. neglect, as compared (o an nten-
tivnal wrongdoing,” said the Cincinnati
attorney.

Bennelt added that if. after his investi

pation and review of the auditor’s report,
he concludes the povernment of Midland
is put a cetlain amount of inoney. “we're
going 1o atempt W make them [the gov-
ernment] whole”

In addition to the three allegations of
illegal expenditures, the audit contained
14 matertal citations.

Norris said 14 15 a “very high sumber”
of muaterial citations -~ they are called
malerial citations, she said, because they
“could impact their {Vitlape's] financial
condition.”

Midland Mayor Joyce Schaeffer said
Tuesday, “We would ask her [ Wainscott]
how much money we had in the budget;
she would give us a figure. And she
[Wainscott] said. "Well, ['in not sure how
accurate this is. [ haven™t got the books
all toraled up {for the month.” Well, that
was understandable because it was the
nnddle of the month” Midland Viltage
Counctl meets the sceond Tuesday of the
monli.

The mavor added, “We just trusted hier.
P oguess that was our faull because we
trusted her. We've known her ever sinee
she was a teen-ager, and we all trusted
het”
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According to the audit re-
port, the 32-year-old Wain-
scott overpaid herself during
1999 by advancing herself an
additional paycheck in July
and' November. “Both of these
advances are recorded to the
payroll register. No evidence
was provided that either these
advances had ever been re-
paid,” the audit report reads.

The report adds that a for-
mer council president pro-tem
has said in an affidavit that the
authorization signatures on the
two paychecks aren’t hers
{council president’s].

The audit report alleges that
Wainscott wrote unauthorized
checks to herself totaling
$10,929.35 for mileage, office

supplies, stamps, computers,
office machines and equip-
ment.

Those expenses, according
to an audit report summary, do
not have supporting invoices
and weren't listed with the
bills in the minutes. “For sev-
eral of these purchases, the
former presiderit pro-tem has
signed an affidavit that the
signature on the village check
was not hers.” reads the sum-
mary.

The audit summary states
that Wainscott “was regularly
using a Marathon gas card.
Council uever authorized Ms.
Wainscott to do so.”

Wainscott was appointed
clerk-treasurer in July 1997.

Norris said there is an op-
portunity the Village will re-
cover some of the money be-
cause Wainscott was bonded

by a bonding company in her
official capacity as village
clerk-treasurer.

Some of the material cita-
tions listed in the audit report
include no annual financial re-
port was prepared or filed;
complete and accurate ac-
counting records were not
maintained; tax budget wasn’t
formally approved; and tax or-
dinance wasn’t passed and
wasn'’t filed by required date.

The material citations need
to be corrected, Norris said.

Mayor Schaeffer said Vil-
lage officials are in the
process of “irying to get
everything back up to speed.
We're facing an uphill battle.”
She said they are getting assis-
tance from the county anditor
and other village clerks, and
she praised the work of the
cwirent Midland clerk-treasur-
er, Grada Trimble,




